THE RETREAT OF BRITAIN
greatest factor in offsetting Japanese aggression or
imperialism was to make possible the resistance of
China.
Mr. Stimson notes that Its omissions were the
most important feature of the communique. It was
entirely silent as to the preservation of the sover-
eignty, independence and integrity of China, the
Kellogg-Briand Pact, and the assertion of the prin-
ciple of the non-recognition of the fruits of unlawful
aggression. It thus ignored entirely the questions of
world peace and China's integrity which we had
deemed the most important features not only of our
note, but of the previous three months5 negotiations
in which we had been supporting the efforts of the
League of Nations and the British Government/
The communique dealt solely with the single prob-
lem of continuing trade relations with Manchuria.
Mr. Stimson quotes the Times leader which in-
cluded the following:
eln invoking its clauses (those of the Nine-Power
Treaty) the American Government may have been
moved by the fear that the Japanese authorities would
set up a virtually independent administration in Man-
churia which would favour Japanese interests to the
detriment of the commerce of other nations. It is clear
that the Foreign Office does not share these apprehen-
sions, and that, although the Nine-Power Treaty pro-
vides for consultation between the interested powers, it
was not in fact consulted before the Note was com-
municated to Nanking and Tokyo.'
One wonders how the Foreign Office likes to be
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